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SF 6 IG -3 IWieni Office Secrecy Qrdera 

Xntoll ifionco Branch 

Attention* Sfejor ftanp&e Legal Division % Aog* 4.5 

1* On ft seating held on Thursday, 30 August 1945# in tho office of 
the Cocrieaionsr of Patents, it ms aonotmced that <m order would he leaned 
on that date by tho Comisalonor, rescinding all weorecy ordora under Putb- 
lie Act TOO , affective 30 iknrwber 1945* M the sane tloa, a letter will 
ha ftddxecaed to all deportment* heads, stating that if there are any patent 
application^ for which there la a special desire or need for eeoracy, the 
Comlesionor will consider reinstating the secrecy order* 

St* this latter praslae is based on the aomiaption that not sore than 
800 or 300 secrecy orders all told will be reinstated* 

3* She basis on which requests for reinwtetetwnt of secrecy ««st be 
made is that the invention shown is primarily or pox&oeilrumtly solitary in 
its apfSlcation and that f&ilurc to releaco it to the public will result 
in no mterlal loss to civilian industry, reconversion, or development* 

4* it is suggested that as regards tho inventions for which Signal 
Corps is responsible, tho only inventions falling within this category are 
those relating to cayjtology and offensive count erneasure s » It has boon 
suggested that defenslva ccunteroaasures will bo of great value to the 
civilian eooncey in offering methods of eosnunioating through interference 
«M of doeor spacing of cornuni cations channels* 

5 . fho principles laid down imply that no Inventions will be kept 
secret because they relate pcrtnarily to specific frequency bands, since 
these hands offer additional channels for ccrmnic: ticn, radar, etc. It 
haa been indicated that even IF? will be valuable in preventing railroad 
odllsiona end the like* 

6, An apparent exception to the above principles nay «i»t whore 
patent applications, although »jaj£LieabLe to civilian use, are described 
in connection with a war-tine devclepeiaat and substantially disclose 
equipment Which Is still classified in euch tanner as to make its tactical 
use evident. Xn each caees the secrecy order may be temporarily restored 
in order to permit the applicant to delete from his specification tho un- 
necessary military disclosure* 

7* It I» to be noted that tho three month respite thus given will 
be decreased by a declaration by Congress or the President that thewar 
is over insofar as it affects Puhtia Act TOO* A move ie to extend 

this Act on a greatly curtailed basis daring peace-time, but this also re- 
quires Congressional action, sad Congress may retfns euoh an ant* 
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^object* Patent Office Secrecy Osiers 31 Aug* 43 

SPSLG-3 



<U the only certain way of containing Mersey indefinitely on any 
patent ia for the Gwo na ont to take the legal title and piano the ap* 
plication, under the #3 year rule* • t Hie aoy be taken on a basis which, 
provides for its reversion to tho patent already shown, the declaration 
of an interference or the issuance of a patent* Every effort (should 
bo node to secure such reversionary asslgoaant in those eases in which 
continued seorocy is of paramount inportance* 

t. Leg:!. Division would appreciate receiving lists of projects 
or inventions known to the various development sections which they par- 
ticularly desire to have withheld iron the public* Where inventions thee?* 
selves ore not known tc tho development groups, projects still classified 
a* secret, together with lists of contracts which are outstanding under 
inch projects, will assist us in determining what field should be eesrohed 
in our efforts to reinstate secrecy orders* 

10* Suggestions as to purely nilitary fielde outside of cryptclogy 
and countoreonauroa will also be useful* 

FOE THE DIBECTOH, LEGAL DIVISION 



BC0ALD K, LIPPmm, Cd., Sis 0* 
Pats It Inven* Counsel Legal Div* 
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«M 34'?! fraa Joint Chiefs of Staff to the Aray and ikvy 
Patent Advisory Board, dated 20 Sept caber 1945, signed 
by Brig* General Hal'arlaai. 

*3Ehis present meaorandua refers to the raeaorandvna 
from the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the Amy and Jfavy 
latent Advisory Board, SM*27 26, dated 30 July 1945, 
subject, release of patent applications withheld free?. 
patent in the national interest. 

»In the opinion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff there 
no longer exist any nilitary reasons for withholding 
tvaa issue patents on inventions which are generally 
applicable to civilian use, and they would, therefore, 
view with approval the release fresa Patent Office 
secrecy, of all applications for patent except those 
yflutfth disclose inventions and service applications 
thereof, the usefulness of which is primarily idlitary* 111 



